Although vaccinia virus has been propagated for centuries on the skin of healthy animals for Jennerian prophylaxis in man, its true nature is still under the cover of mystery. 
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In the literature of the past, it is not uncommon to encounter reports in which it was claimed that vaccinia virus had been successfully cultivated on lifeless media. These reports have not been confirmed and at present such claims are rarely made.
Whereas the cultivation of vaccinia virus in lifeless media has so far not been accomplished, this agent has been cultivated by Haagen (1928) , Li and Rivers (1930) , Maitland and Laing (1930) and others in the presence of tissues surviving in vitro. Goodpasture and Woodruff (1932) 
